
  The Caucuses also give 
us the opportunity  to 
submit, discuss, and vote 
on resolutions which then 
go to the county and state 
conventions. 
 
  If we want to repeat our 
success of 2008 when  
President Obama won 
here and Pat OõNeill was 
elected County Commis-
sioner, we will need to be 
organized and committed 
to doing the work in-
volved. This means that 
each of us has to do our 
part.  Let this be a year 
when we boldly step up to 
state our case for eco-
nomic justice and the 
eradication of poverty. 
 

   Iõll see you on the   
campaign trail.  Carolyn     
 

Dear Fellow Democrats,  
   2011 was a year of 
change for the Whitman 
County Democrats.  Our 
Chair,  Richard Law, re-
signed due to family obli-
gations, and Matthew Root 
was elected Vice-Chair 
when I assumed the Chair.  
Richard Law led us in the 
effort to recruit PCOs and 
to raise money for the 
2012 campaign season.    
We hope that we can con-
tinue his efforts. 
    

   As we go forward,                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
our focus will be on  
creating  a team of in-
terns from WSU to 
help organize  the April  
15 Caucuses and  a 
voter registration drive 
in May. My hope is that 
we can identify caucus 
sites in the rural pre-
cincts so that more 
Democrats  can  par-
ticipate.                 
  Besides the  re-

elections of Senator 

Maria Cantwell and 

Commissioner Pat 

OõNeill and the election 

of Jay Inslee to be Gov-

ernor, we will have 

issues and candidates 

for other offices to 

discuss. 

PRECINCT COMMITTEE 

OFFICERS 

Stacia Mofffett     Colton ,  108  

Matthew Root    Pullman,  116 

Margaret Ray     Pullman,  117 

2  

Eileen Macoll     Pullman,  118 

Phil Wandschneider  Pull.,  119 

2  

Roland Line       Pullman,  121 

Carolyn Cress     Pullman,  123 

3  

Alex Hammond  Pullman ,124 

Noel Sturgeon     Pullman, 125 

4  

Julia Krauser      Pullman,  127 

Darin Johnson    Pullman,  133 

5  

Dave Gibney      Pullman,  134 

John Bodley        Pullman,  135 

Greg Hooks       Pullman,  218 

Jane Guido        Pullman,  235 
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THE WHITMAN COUNTY DEMOCRATS  

OFFICERS 

Chair ...            Carolyn Cress 

Vice-Chair ...    Matthew Root 

Secretary...        Peggy  Ray 

Treasurer...      Michael Lowery 

 

State Committee.....     

                      Dave Gibney 

                     Carolyn Cress 

JANUARY, 2012   

DEMOCRATS STEP UP TO THE PLATE  

 

FOUR DEMOCRATS 

ARE EXPLORING THE 

POSSIBILITIES OF 

RUNNING FOR       

CONGRESS OR THE 

STATE LEGISLATURE.                                                              

    

    Mary Verner, former                                        
Mayor of Spokane,  Dan 
Morrissey,  Professor 
and former Dean of Gon-
zagaõs School of Law, and 
Rich Cowan, CEO of 
North by Northwest Pro-
ductions, are seriously 
looking at running for the 
5th Congressional District 
seat now held by Cathy 
McMorris Rodgers. 
   Daryl Romeyn,  who 

ran in 2008,  is consider-

ing running for either the 

5th or for the State Legis-

lature from  the 9th. 

   We will have an oppor-

tunity to meet all four at 

our regular meetings. 

 

 

Meet the Potential 

Candidates  

 

6:30 pm at Headquarters 

127 N. Grand, Pullman 

 

Jan. 18-  Mary Verner 

 Dan Morrissey 

 

Feb. 15-  Rich Cowan 

 

Mar. 20-  Daryl Romeyn 

                

 

 

 

 

Joining òOccupy Hiloó 

A LETTER FROM THE CHAIR   Carolyn Cress 



CAUCUSES  -  APRIL 15  -  1-3 pm 

MATTHEW ROOT ELECTED VICE -CHAIR  

 

      REDISTRICTING  

   The Redistricting Com-

mission left Whitman 

County in both the 5th 

Congressional and the        

9th Legislative Districts. 

   You can find the new 

maps on Google at            

òwashington state redis-

tricting 2012ó. 

   The Caucuses of 2008 were a 

great success.  Meetings were 

held throughout the county .   In 

2012,  we will be holding precinct 

meetings in even more towns.   

To do this, we are going to be 

calling rural voters to determine 

meeting sites  and numbers to 

prepare for in towns like Lamont 

and Lacrosse, Tekoa and Farm-

ington. 

   Student interns and volunteers 

will be making the phone calls,  

so some of the calls may seem to 

be coming from out of the 509 

area.  Be assured the calls will be 

coming from Whitman County.                                               

We have nearly 1000 Strong De-

mocrats in rural Whitman County, 

and each one will be an important 

part of a successful caucus. 

   The Precincts in Colfax,  Palouse, 

and Pullman will caucus as usual, in 

a central location.  Precinct Com-

mittee Officers and volunteers will 

help organize these larger sites. 

    Information about location and 

will be announced in late March. 

   If you wish to volunteer to help in 

this organizational effort,   call 

Carolyn Cress at (509) 3334-0999 or 

e-mail Peggy Ray at <peggyray 

@Pullman.com>.                 
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   Rich Cowan, founder and CEO 
of North by Northwest 
Productions started his feature film 
and high definition production 
studio in Spokane in 1990 and has 
acted as director, executive 
producer, writer and/or editor on 
some 40 feature films.  North by 
Northwest also makes 
commercials, corporate training 
films, and documentaries, and is 
expanding into social media. 
   One of the his most notable early 
films is òThe Basketó which takes 
place in rural Eastern  
Washington. 
    North by Northwest employs  
    

Matthew  Root, owner of Rain Shadow 
Research in Pullman, was elected unani-
mously to be Vice-Chair at the Novem-
ber 2011 meeting.  A long-time member 
and activist, he and his wife, Sarah 
Moore, have supported the work of the 
Whitman County Democrats  through 
several campaigns. Mr. Root brings his 
organizational skills as well as his enthu-
siasm for the idea of good government 
to our Party. 

ABOUT MARY 
VERNER  

 
   Mary Verner,  Spokane 
mayor from 2007-2011,  was 
the first woman to hold the 
office after a Mayor-Council 
program replaced a Council-
Manager system.  
   Most of her career has been 
dedicated to environmental 
protection and sustainability.   
During her first year in of-
fice, Verner formed a Sustain-
ability Task Force to address 
climate change.  She imple-
mented recommendations in 
transportation, land use and 
energy saving measures 
throughout city facilities and 
operations.    

   Verner worked on a 
òComplete Street Planó for 
Spokane and took the lead on 
projects to address toxic wa-
ter runoff pollution.   She is a 
strong advocate for urban 
density and the promotion of 
zoning concepts. 
   Born in Fitzgerald, Geor-
gia, Mary Verner earned a 
B.A. degree in Anthropology 
from Davidson College, an 
M.A. in Environmental Man-
agement form Yale Univer-
sity, and a J.D. (Law)  from 
Gonzaga University. 

ABOUT RICH COWAN  35 full-time and 80 
part-time workers, 
most of whom   
are union members. 
   Cowan believes  
that the smaller movie productions 
are a good fit for Spokane, providing 
Hollywood studios with one-stop 
shopping, including technical sup-
port and architecture that can stand-
in for both rural and urban loca-
tions. 
   Born in Spokane, but raised in 
Kirkland, Cowan earned both 
Bachelorõs and Masterõs degrees at 
WSU. 
   Regarding a possible run for Con-
gress, òIt is a great opportunity to 
serve the District,ó Cowan said. 

 WE MADE HEADLINES IN 2008 


